
1. CANINE PERMETHRIN INSECTICIDES
These are flea and tick products made specifically for dogs that 
were used mistakenly on cats.

2. OTHER TOPICAL INSECTICIDES
Most of these products are relatively safe when used according 
to label directions but can be dangerous when directions are not 
followed carefully. 

3. VENLAFAXINE (EFFEXOR)
This is a prescription medication; an antidepressant used in people. 
The poison control center reports that cats readily consume this 
medication when given the opportunity. 

4. GLOW STICKS AND GLOW JEWELRY
These products are not terribly toxic but have an unpleasant taste 
that can cause drooling and agitation for the unsuspecting cat that 
bites into one. Watching the cat’s reaction can be frightening for a 
cat owner and prompts many inquiries about these products and 
their potential for adverse effects.

5. LILIES
These beautiful plants can be lethal for your cat. All parts of the 
plant are considered toxic and even getting pollen on the fur from 
coming too close to one of these plants and then grooming can be 
enough to cause illness. 

6. LIQUID POTPOURRI
These products may contain both detergents that are corrosive to 
the lining of the throat and esophagus as well as essential oils that 
can be very toxic for cats. 

7. NON-STEROIDAL ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS (NSAIDS)
This includes canine formulas that are not labeled for use in 
cats because of sensitivity and dosing issues as well as over-
the-counter medications such as ibuprofen. Often these are 
administered by well-meaning pet owners who mistakenly believe 
they are helping. (There are some NSAIDS that are labeled for 
cats and safe when used appropriately, though NSAID usage in 
cats remains a controversial issue.)

8. ACETOMINOPHEN (TYLENOL)
Like NSAIDS, this drug is most often administered to a cat by a 
well-meaning but misinformed cat owner. 

9. ANTICOAGULANT RODENTICIDES (RAT POISON)
These products are toxic not only to rats, mice and other rodents, 
but also to pets such as your cat if ingested. They work by 
preventing blood from clotting normally, causing bleeding deficits.

10. AMPHETAMINES
These may be human prescription medications or illicit drugs. 
They can be dangerous if ingested by your cat.

GUARDIAN
PET SITTERS

• Lilies
• Canine pyrethroid insecticides (topical 
   flea & tick medicine designed for dogs)
• Household cleaners
• Rodenticides

• Paints and varnishes
• Veterinary non-steroidal anti-inflammatory
   medications (Rimadyl®, Deramaxx®)
• Glow sticks/glow jewelry
• Amphetamines (such as ADD/ADHD drugs)

• Acetaminophen (Tylenol® in brand
   name or generic)
• Ibuprofen (Advil or Motrin® in brand
   name or generic) 

The Pet Poison Helpline reports their top feline poisonings as the following:


