
For The Ultimate Pet Owner

"Is Your Pet's Itching and Scratching
From Seasonal Allergies? Here's How to

Tell..."
 
Unlike humans who typically suffer only
with respiratory symptoms when they have
seasonal allergies, dogs and cats can
experience other symptoms as well, like
inflamed ears, runny eyes, skin irritation
and overall itchiness. Now you can zero in

to the root cause of your pet's misery and help keep allergies from spiraling out
of control.

According to a recent survey, over half of pet owners don't realize seasonal
allergies can make their dog or cat feel miserable - just like them.
And that's unfortunate...

Allergies are extremely common among both cats and dogs today. In fact, it's

one of the top reasons for my patients' visits.

Read More;
 By: Dr. Karen Becker

Study Finds That Cats Love
Interacting with Humans!

 
"There is a popular stereotype of the
unsocial or aloof cat." 
 
Kristyn Vitale Shreve, Ph.D. candidate
at Oregon State University, knows this
misconception better than most. She-
along with fellow researchers-
recently conducted a study that tracked
the behavioral habits of felines and whether they preferred human social
interaction, food, toys, or scents. (While studies had previously been done
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interaction, food, toys, or scents. (While studies had previously been done
regarding these habits with dogs and tortoises, cats had yet to be examined in
this way.) 
 
The team conducted the study over several months with 50 cats (both pets and
shelter cats). In a series of cognitive tests, the subjects were deprived of
these four types of stimuli for a few hours. Then, the researchers reintroduced
the stimuli to see what the cats would go for.
 
Shreve and her research partners discovered that the felines actually chose
to be with humans more often. "Although there was clear individual variability
in cat preference, social interaction with humans was the most-preferred
stimulus category for the majority of cats, followed by food," the study notes. 
 
Not only will this allow cat owners to prove, once and for all, that cats are

friendly and loving creatures, but this sort of information also will prove helpful
in other areas. 
 
"One of the major reasons we conducted this study was to determine what
items may best serve as a reward to cats," Shreve tells petMD. "If we
understand what items cats prefer to interact with, we can utilize this
knowledge in applied settings-such as when training cats or for use as
enrichment items for shelter cats or, potentially, other captive wild cats."

Read More:

20 Spring Dangers for Your Pets
While most of us associate spring
with longer days and warmer
weather, the change of season can
mean big trouble for your cat or
dog. Pets who have been cooped
up all winter are suddenly more
susceptible to environmental
irritants, exposure to toxic chemicals
and overexertion, not to mention
activity-related injuries, parasitic
diseases and chance encounters

with critters that don't have their best interests in mind.
 
To help you keep your pet safe this season, we spoke to veterinarians Dr.
Rachel Barrack of Animal Acupuncture in New York City and Dr. Patrick
Mahaney of California Pet Acupuncture and Wellness in Los Angeles about the
top 20 springtime dangers to look out for and how to keep your pet happy and
healthy as the weather warms up.

Read More:
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Does your furry family member have a unique talent? 

Share your photos, videos, and stories on our  Facebook page
 

Tips on Owning High Energy
Cats

Cats with high levels of energy vary between
breed and age range of the cat. As expected a
kitten can have up to three times more
energy that an adult cat and keeping them
amused and engaged can be a challenge. The
alternative, if you don't, can be a cat that learns
to be destructive, thinking it's just fun. They
might scratch furniture or carpets, knock things

off counter tops, chew or eat house plants, and
in general direct their high energy towards things you'd rather they didn't. That's why you
want to be organized when you have a high energy cat.

1 - Hyperactivity in cats can often be traced to boredom. When a high energy cat gets
bored, it will often become even more hyperactive, playing out games it invents, such as
chasing imaginary mice or birds, or just running around, bouncing off walls simply
because there's little else for it to do. To combat your cat's boredom, play with
it. Tossing a toy to your pet will rarely be enough. Get down on the floor and engage in
some play, if only for 10 minutes, but longer if possible. Tying a small toy to the end of a
piece of string, throwing it far away and reeling it in can provide endless amounts of fun
for your cat. You'll love it too.

Read More:

Celebrate Pet Holidays

May - Chip Your Pet Month
May 2-8 - Puppy Mill Action Week

Pet Cancer Awareness Month
May 15-21 Dog Bit Prevention Week

June - Adopt a Shelter Cat Month
 June 5-11 - Pet Appreciation Week
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 June 5-11 - Pet Appreciation Week
June 20-24 - Take Your Dog To Work Week

June 21 - National Dog Party Day

Guardian Pet Sitters
972-625-5272

 
info@guardianpetsitters.com
www.guardianpetsitters.com
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